
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Naming A Marathon County Farm 219 

of the earliest settlers, possibly by the first postmaster, Robert 
Nelson. The first postoffice was established in your town in 
1859 when it was called Mondori, but this was due to a misreading 
of the name. In 1860 it was called Mondovia and so remained 
until 1863 when it assumed its present form. 

Your community is not so old but what some of the early 
settlers may be yet living who could recall the origin of the name. 
If you should learn it locally, we would be glad if you would let 
us know, as we keep a record of place names in Wisconsin. 

NAMING A MARATHON COUNTY FARM 

Will you please send me information concerning the history and 
legends of Marathon County? We are going to name our farm, but as 
yet have not been able to find a suitable name, but hope we will be able 
to select one from the information you give. 

Henry Hebmanson 
Spencer 

Marathon County was in earlier days the haunt of the Chip- 
pewa Indians. Their original home was around Lake Superior, 
but during the eighteenth century they advanced into central 
Wisconsin and took possession of the great valleys of the Wiscon- 
sin, Chippewa, and St. Croix rivers. Except for Indian traders 
the earliest white men in Marathon County were the lumbermen, 
who after the treaty of 1836 began to go in increasing numbers 
to the upper Wisconsin. The great falls were occupied as early as 
1837. 

The cut-over lands were placed in market, and agricultural 
settlement began in the late fifties. It was nearly checked by 
the Civil War, but at its close began with accelerated pace, and 
during the seventies most of the public land was sold. 

Why not name your land from some of its natural features — 
for its principal trees, or its outlook, or its streams? We can 
give you the Chippewa words for the natural features, but 
usually they are less pleasant than the English words. For 
example, Ma-na-to-kik-e-we-Se-be — Stooping-Spirit River; Skan- 
a-wong-Se-be-we-shance — the creek that runs through bluffs. 
The Indian word for the Eau Pleine is She-sheg-e-ma-we-she-can- 
Se-be (Soft Maple River). 



